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The Regis J. Fallon Lecture Series on Health and the Law  is designed specifically to focus attention on the 
leading issues at the interface of health and the law, bringing together students and experts from campus 
and beyond to fuel productive discussion across these disciplines and contributing to innovative research 
and training at the interface of health and the social sciences. For information on this presentation or the 
lecture series, please call the Center for Health and Social Sciences at 773-702-8600. 
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Wake Forest University 

The new paradigm of "consumer-driven health care," which shifts payment responsibility from 
insurers to patients, calls for a fundamental rethinking of professional ethics and medical 
law. Based on a range of historical sources, two basic issues  will be discussed  that have been at 
the core of the treatment relationship since the beginning of medicine: how should physicians go 
about billing and collecting from patients, and may courts set aside medical bills that are  
outrageously expensive? 

THE LAW AND ETHICS OF MEDICAL FEES:  
A BRIEF HISTORICAL VIEW 

Professor Hall specializes in health care law and public policy.  His present research interests 
include consumer-driven health care, doctor/patient trust, insurance regulation, and genetics.  He 
is the author or editor of a dozen books on health care law and policy, including Making Medical 
Spending Decisions, and Health Care Law and Ethics. 


