
THE REGIS J. FALLON LECTURE SERIES  
ON HEALTH AND LAW  

Thursday, April 19, 2007 
3:30 to 5:00 p.m. with a reception to follow 

 
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Biological Sciences Learning Center, Room 109 
924 East 57th Street 

The Regis J. Fallon Lecture Series on Health and the Law  is designed specifically to focus attention on 
the leading issues at the interface of health and the law, bringing together students and experts from 
campus and beyond to fuel productive discussion across these disciplines and contributing to innovative 
research and training at the interface of health and the social sciences. For information on this presenta-
tion or the lecture series, please call the Center for Health and Social Sciences at 773-702-8600. 

DAVID KESSLER, M.D., J.D. 
Dean of the School of Medicine and Vice Chancellor  
for Medical Affairs at the University of California, San Francisco. 

The FDA was established by Congress to regulate the safety and effectiveness of 
drugs before entering the marketplace.  This policy discussion will explore how well the 
FDA is achieving its mission with two nationally recognized experts: 

The Food and Drug Administration 
How Safe?  How Effective? 

Dr. Kessler is the dean of the UCSF School of Medicine and vice chancellor 
for Medical Affairs since 2003. Previously he served as dean of the Yale 
University School of Medicine for six years and as commissioner of the Food 
and Drug Administration from 1990-97. His tenure at FDA was marked by 
efforts to speed approval of drugs and devices, especially for serious and 
life-threatening conditions, nutrition labeling for food and regulations to 
restrict the marketing of tobacco to children. He received his M.D. degree 
from Harvard University and his J.D. degree from the University of Chicago.  

RICHARD EPSTEIN, L.L.D., H.C. 
James Parker Hall Distinguished Service Professor of Law and 
Director, Law and Economics Program at the University of Chicago 

Richard A. Epstein is the James Parker Hall Distinguished Service Professor 
of Law at the University of Chicago, where he has taught since 1972.  He 
has also been a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution since 2000.  Professor 
Epstein has written numerous articles on a wide range of legal and interdis-
ciplinary subjects and has authored many books, including Cases and Materi-
als on Torts (7th. Ed., 2001), a leading casebook in the field, Mortal Peril: 
Our Inalienable Rights to Health Care (1997), and Modern Products Liability 
Law (1980).  Professor Epstein received his LL.B. from Yale University. 
 

Sponsored by the Center for Health and the Social Sciences 
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